18    STORIES THAT WORDS TELL US.

the Parliament Roundheads, because of their hair
being cropped short, not hanging in ringlets, as was
the fashion of the day.

The people who fought against the king were all
men who had broken away from the English Church,
and become much more " Protestant/' They were
very strict in many ways, especially in keeping the
" Sabbath/' as they called Sunday* They dressed
very plainly, and they thought the followers of the
king, with their long hair and lace and ruffles, very
frivolous people indeed. It was the men of the
Parliament side who first gave the name Cavalier
to the Royalists, It was meant by them to show
contempt, and came from the Italian word cavalierc,
which means literally "a horseman/' coming front
the Late Latin word cabattus, "a horse/'

It is a curious fact that we now use the word
cavalier as an adjective to mean rude and off-
hand, whereas the Cavaliers of the seventeenth
century certainly had much better manners than
the Roundheads; and at the end of that century
the word was sometimes used in the general sense
of gay and frank.

Both sides in the Civil War invented a good many
new words with which to abuse the enemy. Milton,
who wrote on the side of the Parliament, made a
great many; but the Royalists invented more, and
perhaps more expressive, words* At any rate they
have been kept and used as quite ordinary English
words. The word cant, for instance, which every